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Subject: WARD, THEODORE 
FOlPANo. 1073707- 000 


Dear Mr. Maxwell: 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, 
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked 
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a: 



Section 552 


Section 552a 

8(b)(1) 


□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

8(b)(2) 


□ (b)(7)(B) 

°(j)(2) 

□(b)(3) 


8(b)(7)(C) 

□ (k)(1) 



8(b)(7)(D) 

□ (k)(2) 



□(b)(7)(E) 

□(k)(3) 



□(b)(7)(F) 

°(k)(4) 

□ (b)(4) 


□(b)(8) 

□ (k)(5) 

□ (b)(5) 


□(b)(9) 

□ (k)(6) 

8(b)(6) 



□(k)(7) 


289 page(s) were reviewed and 234 page(s) are being released. 

□ Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other 
Government agency(ies) [OGA], This information has been: 

□ referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you. 

□ referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this 
information when the consultation is finished. 

b You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in 
writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 
New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the 
date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information 
Appeal” or “Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it 
may be easily identified. 


□ The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request 
was the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to 
other individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has 
shown, when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the 
main file(s). Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main 
investigative file(s). If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, 
and they will be reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

□ See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 

with the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 

records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person 
of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy, ( D ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or 
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled 
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of any individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce 

crime or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 1 8, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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Form No. 1 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

NY F,LE NO - 100-61965 BAL 


REPORT MADE AT 

NEW YORK CITY 

DATE WHEN MADE 

\s 8/24/44 

PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

7/18,19/44 

T1TLE CHANGED q/ \ 

JAMES THEODORE WARD, Was Ted Ward. 

. .. - ' - 


r 


REPORT MADE BY 


b 6 

b7C 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subject registered at L«B. #62, N.Y.C., Records 
of L.B. reflect subject bora $/i5/02, Thibodeaux, 
La. and place of residence 621\E. 63rd Street, 
Chicago, 111. Present classification 1A-H. 
Subject describes self in questiohnaiib as a 
dramatist and interpreter of literature. 


- RUC - 


REFEHENCE: 


Report of Special Agentf 


dated June 3, 


b6 

b7C 


1944. at Chicago, Illinois. 


DETAILS: 


The title of this case i9 being changed to reflect the true 
name of the subject as it appears bn his Selective. Service 
registration card at Local Board #62, New York City. The 
title was. previously carried as, n TED WARD; SECURITY MATTER C” . 

Investigation conducted by the writer at local Board #62, 

459 West 149th Street, New York City, disclosed that JAMES 
THEODORE WARD was registered at that Board and that he has 
been assigned Order No.11792. Subjects registration card 
/ VO v f ~~ * reflects he registered with Local Board No. 62 on February 

jyr'^7 15 , 1942 when his residence was 475 West 152nd Street, New 
York City, Edgecomb 4-5392 j that he, was born 1^. 


. , A 9 ~ f & j 4 * 


1QQ2 at Thibod eaux, Louisiana; that 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED 




New York City, was the person who would always 

know his whereabouts. At the time of his registration subject 
c-was emp loyed as a waiter, 475 West 152nd St reet, New Yg rj c City 

' Special Agent 1 .7 / 


Special Agent 

in Charge 



DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


'VkoOV* 


s 

£$L£q. 


($- Bure#C2U95S. ftl|&\* 

3 - Chicago " - ^ 

2 - New York 

81 SFP 9. 


ftECORDftp 
& . 

indexed 



} 


b6 

b7C 


Q. 9L UUTBH.NMDIT HlIKT&tft O* 


7 — *<jki 







\ ■> 




£T 


NY#100 -61965 

Since his registration at Local Board No, 62, the subject 
has notified the board of the following changes of address: 

August 7, 1942 - To 1719 New Jersey Avenue, Yfashington,D.C. 
September 24, 1942 - To 727 Howard Road Southeast, Washington,D.C. 
February 18, 1943 - To 564 Oakwood Boulevard, Chicago, Illinois. 
July 24, 1943 to 621 East 63rd Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

On October 9, 1942 the subject filed a Selective Service ques- 
tionnaire which contains the following informations 

At the time of the filing of the questionnaire his residence was 
727 Howard Road Southeast, Washington, D.C. 


Social Security No.: 
Education: 


Occupa tion: 


1937 - 1939 
1940 - 1940 
1940 - 1941- 

Family Status t 

Criminal Record: 


354-03-8274 

8 years grammar school; 

2 years University of Wisconsin 
(Literature and Speech) 

' One year Extension Division, 

; University of Utah. 


'Dramatist and interpreter of 
'literature. Writes and reads plays 
and skits for radio and theatre; 11 
years experience. 



Actor with the Federal Theatre. 

Drama Critic( Covered Negro in theatre). 
President, Negro Playwrights Company 
(Managed business). 


Wife, MARY&fARD, to whom the subject 
was married in Maryland on June .15,1940. 


1925 - Superior Court, Seattle,Washingtoi>- 
Larceny - 1 yr.- 18 raos. j 
1927 - Superior Court,S a lt Lake City, 

Utah - Larceny - 1 yr.-2^ years. 


The subject's Selective Service questionnaire also set forth the 
following statement: 

"I am contributing to national moral - having written two plays: 
"Deliver The Goods", produced in New York City in May 1942; 

"Just Before Day" now in the Office of War Information; and I 
am scheduled for a job, perhaps as script writer for program called: 
"My People", Baltimore, Maryland." 


2 





NY#100-61965 

Subject's present classification at Local Board No. 62 has been 
1A(H) since November 4> 1943* Xbe_jfall^ of 1943 bulletin of the GEORGE 
WASHINGTON CULVER SCHO OL. 57 West 425 $h Street, New York City, listed 
among its instructors, She person reported by the subject as 

the individual who woul d alway s know his whereabouts. The above-mentioned 
bulletin indicated that | [ would instruct in the art workshop of the 

school* The 1944 spring bulletin of the GEORGE WASHINGTON CULVER SCHOOL 
carries f | as an i nstructor in the art workshop of the school 


b6 

b7C 


1 has exhibited 


and indicates he studied witt f~ , , 

and at Columbia University. The bulletin mentions that f 
paintings at the Metropolitan Museum, at the downtown galleries and in 
numerous shows throughout the country and that he recently won the CIO 
War Relief Poster Competition. 

The November 16, 1943 issue of the "World Telegram", a daily 
^newspaper published in New York City, carried an article. by FREDERICK 
1 WALTM AN , Staff Writer, which article bore the headline :|"Cul yer S chool^ 

■ Name^Called Red Negro Ruse®. In his article WALIMAN alleges that the 
GEORGr'wMll^T^ C^VER SCHOOL is a Red front; that .the majority of its 
Bord of Directors are known Communists, although several of the members 
of the Board are known not to be members of the^jCoimiunist Party# He 
stated that Dr. MAXjlYERGAN, who is the head of the school is a nationally 
known outstanding Negro Communist. 


ij^Conft^ 


] whose identity is known to the 

Bureau, ha£ advised that^the play "Deliver The Goods" was produced by a 
canmittee within the Greenwich Village Defense Council to arouse interest 
and sympathy in the problems of longshoremen on employment, wages, etc. 
Its plan was to bring to the attention of City and State officials the 
average conditions under which longshoremen work and promote better con- 
ditions for them. 

A check of the New York indices for information regarding the 
Negro Playwrights Company, the radio program, "My people" and the play 
"Just Before Day" was made with negative results. 

A description of the subject is as follows: 


b2 " 
b7D 


Name 

JAMES THEODORE WARD 

Race 

Negi*o 

Height 

5'5i" 

Weight 

150 Its. 




- 3 - 





NY#1 00-61 865 


Eyes 

Hair 

Complexion 

Scars 


Brown 

Black 

Dark 

Small scar on right 
wrist and lip* 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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Form No. 1 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

i at CHICAGO. ILLINOIS file no. 100-15558 


b6 

b7C 


REPORT MADE AT 

Chicago, Illinois 

DATE WHEN MADE 

9/23/44 

PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

8/10; 9/14/44 

REPORT MADE BY 

JFG-.LGS 

t,tle <p 6) 

JAMIES THEODORE WARD, alias Ted Ward 

i 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

SECURITY MATTER - C 


synopsis of facts: i^ Confidsir t Xii fonnon t s 



[and 

results. 

All out- 


standing leads covered. File being closed, 


- C - 


REFERENCE: 


DETAILS: 


Report of Special Agent 
Chicago, Illinois 

Report of Special Agent _ 

24, 1944, at New York City. 

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


dated June 3, 1944, at 
dated August 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Confidential Inf o man t 

the Bureau, was contacted by Special Agent 
negative results. 


whose id entity is kn own to 

Iwith 




Confidential Informant 


whose i dentity is kno wn to the 


with 


Bureau, was contacted by Special Agent 
negative results.,, 

As all outstanding leads'rhaye been covered and there is no 
further evid&^/OfHhe subjects Communist activities, this 
case is b#£pg closed. /£, 
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AI L IWFQpStlDR € OHTAINED 
HEREINAIS ^ASSIFIED 


I DATE 60324 AUC BAW/STP/CLS 

Office Aietuu^^ljdum • united' wr J GOVERNMENT 


A TO 


^XC^FROM 


Director, FBI 
SAC, New York 


DATE: February 21, 1949 


SUBJECT: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION INTO 
THE^RADIO INDUSTRY 
INTERNAL SECURITY"- C 






The attention of the Bureau is "being directed to the column,^ _ 

-T-he-, Dial” of BOB -LAUTER in the "Daily Worker" of February 16, 1949, page 13, 7 
wherein LAUTER 'mentions that the campaign of the Voice of Freedom-Comm 

i. . Li - . j i ^ «-V>A mn ‘inn natu^rlro Hwrii'if’ ffdf. 


in the "Daily worker” oi jreDruary j.o, jl . 
that the campaign of the Voice of Freedom- Committee 
to place~a negro news commentator on one of the major networks "Hc,^ getting an 
excellent response from the public." This article further states t^mt^ROTgY. 
vPARIQ SR., Chairman of the Voice of Freedom Committae^^^^-^^-^"^" networks. — 

tile re are little more i „Sfeg5efr' t ®“ SioiBn ’ or writer fallout ‘ time the negro 

not a employed play only ster ®°^® B - " „ spo hesraan of their own 

■ iris hxx&vsr 
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CHARLES A.*<j©LLlNS 
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ALPHAEUS^UNTON 

GEORCE/^WRENGE 

CANADAW 
RAYFORD^OCAN 
HENRY^MOOjr 
W ILLARD^fipTLEY 
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Rev. BEM ICHAEI) S0N 
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Letter to Director 
NY 100-80374 


LAOTBfi urged, the "Daily Worker" readers to send in their <= h0ice t0 
the Voice of Freedom Committee, 122 West 71st Stree , e ' 

r t . the above it is also noted that the publication, "Voice 

In regard, to the aoove, ig49 £ ea tures this cam- 

of Freedom," for the months of raii0 ne twork. ’this publication also 

naign to place a negro commentat show which it would send to 

states that the committee was packaging History Week. This transcribed 

r adio stations throughout and fo rmed outstanding negro^ 

ZZrTlnl the^ooperation of tK^ittee of Negroes In The Arts, , 
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\ By Miriani Kolkin •> ; . • 

By Federated Press • ■ 

*r * ,-t * 

The case of the vanishing, progressive commentators-^ 
a whodunit that you can’t hear on the air waves— ^today’s 
j radio’s biggest thriller. < 

'Alibis are plentiful for the gradual 
' disapipearance from radio of any 
. political newscaster who does not' 
follow the line of big business. 

Loss of sponsor, inability to find the 
time slot, economy, etc. 

But the fact remains that in 
tthe past year while the corps of 
reactionary commentators has re- 
; mained untouched, more than a 
score of progressives have ^been 
pushed off the air and the„ re- 

• xnaining handful are close to "the 

'; brink. .. .. . 

The trend can be traced .back 
Nov. 6, 1945, when the Wood-Rankin. 

• Committee on unAmerican activi- 
ties announced an investigation of 
the political views of seven radio 

'.commentators. Only four remain on 
' the air today and of these two have 
!^been cut down to once-a-week 
broadcasts. Since the last elections, 
which the radio, industry has in- 
terpreted as a' mandate for reac- 
. tion, the swing toward the right has 
1 become even more marked. 

; steel, kingdom dropped 

j^MCost recent victims are Johannes 
i Steel , whose departure from WHN 
; on Dec. 27 suspended a 10-year 
-;r4reer in radio, and Dr. Frank 
Kingdo n. whose nightly broadcasts 
l ©n the Mutual Broadcasting ,Syst t 
tern’s WOR ended Dec. 20. ': No ? 

Sponsor was the . reason given in' 

Steel’s case, no good time available 
was. the excuse for the - dropping of 
Kingdon. Steel is seeking to finance 
his return to the airwaves by self- < 
ing a private newsletter which. he j 
hopes may be able to sponsor his j 
air time. . ] 

f : A rollcall of others engulfed J 
by radio’s trend toward reaction i 
.^how^the following victims; Rob- ^ 
erffiSL John, John*5^ndercook!T < 


Don/ J&pl l enbc ck, Don,/ Godda rd, 
Sidne^/Svaiton , Dans Jj acob, QF- 
<s on y'vtve iies, Que ntin > ^ <x Reynolds > 
Hem^^jorgenthau T Jr. ' • . 


franic~kingdon£^^ 


XLY worker 


JOHANNES STEEL 




! 37 JAN 18 19|P.eiinped at 


J 



Rankin Behind Muzzling of Radio 

By Miriam Kolkin 

^Thevoice of progress on the radio today has been thinned down to a mere whisper. Only 
, nf nroeressive commentators have survived the storm of reaction whipped up 

by the^ November elections, but which was brewing long before that on the Business- 


controlled airwaves 
First big storm warning for the 
Progressives came Nov. 6, 1945, when 
f he Wood-Rankin committee an- 


nounced it would scrutinize the 




scripts of seven commentators with 
a view to holding hearings on their 
political views. 

Although the congressional com- 
mittee backed down on hearings, 
fearing the outcome of a public 
tangle with the highly vocal com- 
mentators, .behind-the-scenes pies- 
sure proved effective enough. 

An immediate victim was Hajis 
Jacob of WOV. A few days after 
the ’ Wood-Rankin request for his 
scripts came in, Jacob was dropped 
by the station. 

Others singled ou t by the com- 
mittee were Willia m aJp >ailmor and 
Raymond Grath^wingof the Amer- 
ican^Broaidcasting Co. network, 
CeeiT^Brown of the Mutual network, 


SC 

Ax* 


station, and J. Raymoncfj^Walsh of 
WMCA, also an independent. 

Of these only Swing and Walsh 
remain on their original broadcast- 
ing spots and both are reportedly 
under extreme pressure. Brown has 
been, cut down to five minutes a 
week. 

Gailmor, who hfs been broad- 
casting over the ABC network five 
nights a week for a year for the 
Electronic Corp. of America, was 
dropped when his contract ex- 
pired. The Wood-Rankin touch 
plus a smear attack by West- ^ 
brook Fegler in the Hearst press [ 


did the job. 


C^cH?Bro^n of the ’ Steel, who made his last broad - 

Tohannes^Steel a1 ^ 1 n cast Dec. 27, has had frequent" diffi- 

'f WHN, a .New or n e P culties with censorship in his 10 

years on the air. One of his most 
recent tangles came last June when 
he was dropped from WHDH in 
Boston. 

Steel told Federated Press his 
ouster came after a Rev. John C. 
Ford^ visited an official of the Wash- 
•^r.gtdn Jewelry Co. and warned him 
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that Boston Catholics wou 
draw their patronage un 
company stopped sponsorir 
The sponsor quit. 

The radio industry is o 
other big game besides sp 
for a progressive America, 
The Federal Communicatioi 
mission’s mild restraining i 
on radio commercialism a 
graming has long been thi 
try’s main target. 


f S, f 

s" 1 \ 



\ \This is a clipping from 
Wage t _ of the 


//H St- * 

INDEXED <LS 


toft - 


DAILY WORKER 

Date Z 2 - 1 3 Lz. 
Clipped at the Seat of 
jvernjpent.^ 



© 




2 3 


HOT R OO OR fou 

S7 JAN 13 1947 






’AINED; 




fI;ED;l. -j . 

:^0'324' ATJC BAWST$/CL 


HEREIj 
'DATE \ 
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By-,G. Marion 


to finance aii 


lected by Dr! .Hutchtas;':Mes.eiWnerit' 
figures' not; easily; 'to -be. labelled 
“Communist,’’ ^ 
j KAside / ’'froriiw ^ardde^^Riipil> 
chairman "of thV/Federal .Reserve 
j Bank of , N. ’ Y.,; George N.^huster, 
i^t^^Hunter Collie, and 
,bal^||^ac]tei^po^^ wd fori 
Assistant Secretary .= of State, 

I iV v r r • ' ' 3 ' - ■: n - " 

■' are ; imlversity ^.-professors': 
j Z^harii^Chaffe^ Jr., Harvard; ^; 
thi u7 Ml Schiesin gerf,t \Harv.arc «. 
(Vailes EVMer riam ftClUcago ” Rob- 
.Jjftt Chicago RoinhoU L 

jlSngl^lj^rDJ^n ’Tt!Stid&cal Semin- 
ary; Harold D^di^sswellr/Y ale /John 
M.Vciark/ ‘.’Columbia; - johhVPickin- 
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not * '’recommend/ " suitably drastic ■ 
measures';^ They; - are /‘reduced- to 
ridiculous 3 , pleadings. 

*'“We do" not i wish to. break-up 
these agencies.! ^e .do r -not-wish''to 
have them owned, or £ontroUedvby. 
govemment. '.-TheyV^must'! therefore 
be hospitable 'to ideas ^and . attitudes 
different' from their hwn.’.V „ 

r- /^ Please; be hospitable, 'Mr. HearstJ , 

' Nevertheless, 'the Commission !has 
created an invaluable .document fuh- ’ 
fullinglitsT stated'- purpose: , 

. -.“Wha^.-is "needed) lirst • "of alibis' 
recognition"" by / the American/ peo- ; 
pie . of the vital importance 'of/ the I 
press ^ln;. the .pr^nt^world ; crisis. 
)WeS;have the ‘ impression .that^.’/ 
they - do/ not appreciate tiieXtre-* 
"mendous; power/.wbich the 1 hewe|in/ 
strumerits; aiid^the •news'-’ organiza? ' 
tion ofithe press place the' hands 
of a"few/. men./. They have, not! yr.V 


pping ’•'from 

-i ‘.oiv.the: 


DAILYvWORKER 


M>presslon has therefore /lost Its-., 
r earlier' r«aUty?.:The owners „ and 1 
./ managers of the press determine 
\ which persons,, which . facts/ which V 
/I’versions /. of /the facts, 'ahdwhich; 

-j ideas /shall reach -the public.’! 

•4 / Th'e>: Comridssibn^tlmi^ 

*jbu if. dares *not answer^- 1 ‘Have • the 

jiumtsiof. the press/ by/becoming big 

1 business, ;loet : their'/reprewntative. 
character and developed a^commoh 
bifh^thle./bias" of itHe laige' investor: 

■ { ftn?. pmhlftvpr^ h 77 / - J 4 , v.- .. % 


G 1 ioped at the \S eat’ .6 f 
Goy^rnmenV. -j ' . . ,-i V/, 


understood . how^far/'-^ie /perforn^ 
ahce/ of^ the. press f alls .short 
requirements'* of > freer-socf- • \ . 


anf. employer?/ 

j ’ Mix 5 -* *(-• v 

/r 'lBUC £ 161 ) 


a fr^rrsoci-.^ .J 
the" world’.' ^today: "The ^rinlcipal'^bb'- 
our report is. to^make thee< 


angry Fortune editorial. //But Uie'tpolnw- clear. 
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By HARRIET VAN HGRNE. 

As a propaganda mediujn, radio 
ivered itself with something akin 
> glory during the war iears. It 
as especially effective in the kind 
f propaganda 
lat drives a 
haft to the 
eart; the per- 
iasion that is 
iChrymal first, 
gical second. 

C o n t inuing 
lis well -proved 
ractice, radio 
, now selling 
I'mocracy on 
hje or less the 
a 2 ^ basis. It 

“ faking its appe al through 
rani and song. Anc“l considering 
he av rsion the average listen- 
ed ^atory and litti: 3 chats with 
mom this is* undoubtedly the 
;est of r 1 possible sa ,ies methods. 
Whetht the them,‘ e is democ- 
acy or t. e disappear ranee of the 
irl next dP r > listener s want it set 
orth with 'a bero, a- t struggle, a 
fear-miss wft the f< ore es of evil 
,nd a final buil.P'T ‘sunshine and 
rumpets in the finale. • 

And that is what they are'get- 
ing from the Institute for Demo- , 
j- fjt.ir. •Rdiiratior^ - T "have aust ream 
i number of scripts packaged by 
his group under the general 
leading, “Lest We Forget^-The 
American Dream,” a cumbersome 
,itle embodying two old cliches 
;hat need, no introduction. 

♦ * • 

Featuring such stars as Helen 
Hayes, Elissa Land!, Ralph Bell- 
imy and Fredrie March , the 
scripts all set forth one iaea: that 
we are all citizens of equal right 
no matter from whence we are 
sprung. 



And . the sooner we accept this 
thesis, the “message” adds, the 
better off we’ll all be under God’s 
roof. 

That these notions of democ- 
racy, known to the ancient Greeks 
and mouthed by American states- 
men, good and bad, since 1776, are 
still considered revolutionary in 
some circles, was ’indicated in 
each of the scripts I read. 

I must say that some of the 
scripts had plots approximately as 
complex as “Peter Rabbit,” but I 
daresay that the transcriptions — 
sent by the institute to any sta- 
tion that requested them-r-play 
well. 

For example, we have Helen 
Hayes as a school marm whose 
classroom is upset by the presence 
of a small Puerto Rican boy. A 
home-nurtured snob, named Tom- 
my refuses to have anything to 
do with Ricardo, referring to him 
always as “that dirty Puerto 
Rican.” It is not until Miss Hayes 
persuades Tommy’s father to take 
the two boys to the Jefferson 
Memorial that order Is restored to 
the' classroom. 

• • +. 

I doubt that the trick could be 
turned that easily, but the idea 
that democracy begins in the fam- 
ily unit and must be practiced in 
the school and the community be- 
fore it can extend to the higher 
realms is a sound one. And inj 
ducing tolerance in young folk is 
certainly easier than breaking 
down the bedrock of prejudice in 
adults. 

Another script told the story of 
Dr. Louis Slotin, a young atomic 
scientist who gave his life to pro- 
tect his fellow workers. Dr. Slotin 
is well on his way to becoming a 
legend, somewhat in the manner 
of the Dutch boy who held his 


Airwave 


finger in the dyke. This is at least 
the third script I have read , eulo- 
tihp' ?™ ,n r man whn_fmignt 





en died of radiation poison. 

A third script told of a grocer 
named Toby who conducted a 
campaign .against a local baker 
who refused to hire a former Wjxj' 
because of her Italian origin. 4 s 
lessons in democracy, there was 
nothing subtle in these, stories. 
But subtlety might lessen their 
impact. And this is no time , to be 
subtle. 

Radio Writers Guild will pre- 
sent Golden Mikes, counterparts 
of Hollywood’s Oscars, at its an- 
nual ball next winter. Included 
will be an award to the best sound 
effects man. . . . Premiere'' ct. the 
A1 J olson show is set for Oct. 2 
on NBC. Oscar Levant and Milena 
Miller also have been signed. . . . 
Symphony *€>id, the WHOM disk 
jockey who once had Lady Iris 
Mountbatten as guest spinner, an- 
nounces that Lucien Freud, grand- 
son of famed Sigmund Freud, will 
appear within the next few weeks. 
The stunt was arranged through 
the Hot Club of France. . . . Jack 
Paar, who has done a pretty fair 
job as Jack Benny’s summer ret 
placement, gets his own show on 
ABC starting Oct. 1. He’ll follow 
Abbott and Costello, whose pre- 
miere is the same night. . . . 
Garry Moore, one of the few 
comedians who rates as a wit 
away from his script, takes over 
Take It Or Leave It Sept. 14. . . . 
Fred Waring returns to the fold 
of night-time regulars Oct. 6. He’ll 
inherit the 10:30 spot Monday 
nights. 

* * • 

Much as I hate to disillusion 
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devotees of the daytime' drams 
think it’s rather interesting, to 
the Rev. Charles Matthews *( 
“The Guiding Light” started i 
radio as half a team known 'i 
“Georgie and Porgie, the Brea! 
fast Food Boys.” 

Dr. Matthew’s off-mike name 
Hugh Studebaker and he clain 
to have played Lincoln more tim 
than any other radio actor. 
playing Scrooge, his,, record 
bested only b.v Lionel Barrymoj 
who seems to have been doing 
since childhood. 

Before becoming a doctor 
divinity on “The Guiding Lighi 
Hugh was for 11 years a doct 
of medicine on “Bachelor’s Ch 
dren.” He was good, kind old I 
Bob, friend of the family in sic 
ness and in health. 

The sober reverend used to 
on the Fibber McGee progri 
too. Then he played a distin£ 
unclerical character named Si 
Watson. • 'A 


Ihe Abraharat^incoln Brigade in Spa in 
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Dangerous GIdUses mvlVfvv 
Radio broadcaster’s Code; 


! In re^se/to demands by so-called £ 

ments thlt the airwaves be cleaned up, -the National A 
' sociation of Broadcasters' Bo ard has adopted the, string 
: “Code of - Standards’" which they’d ^ her radio artists from any ref- * - 
i failed to railroad through the NA erence to such issues as prices on 
r Conventions. Viewing the code, one regular programs. 

wonders just who is getting cleaned. gection5 x and h, in a mid- * , 

j The loudest opposition has conie Victorian approach to 'morals, com- 
| from independent broadcasters in pr ~j se a see-no-evil-hear-no-evil 
I the NAB and from some advertis- edict . insobriety and excessive 

! ing groups, including the National drinking ma y not be portrayed as /\ 

Association of Manufacturers. Small prevalent f ac t 0 rs in American life. / l 

stations, depending heavily on mul- Marr j age must be considered sacro- 
tiple-sponsored programs (using sanct No cr i me or criminal may 
(more commercial time than the g0 unpunished. The NAB version of 
concisely written network packages) « Amer i can ideals” must be at all ( 

claim the limiting of commercial times uphe i d Horror, suggestive 
time to 2.4 minutes out of 15 and djalogue or jyrics, “Double enten- 
the banning of spot commercials dre „ pro f an ity, obscenity and any 
, ; between programs would rob them mention of sex outs ide the. bounds 
\| of their chief income: The end re- Qf , <good taste » are - taboo. 

1 suit, they say, of this high blown » , * ^ 

anti-commercialism would be the a commendable section banned 

luitfsr monopolization °* ^ attacks on any perS on by reascm&fi 

I dustr ^ Excep ^ for ^ he " race, color or creed; howev^fi^rj 

advertisers, jealous though they may ^ clQsely m in with a ban 0 n EU 

t? of their radio rights, have n ^ j rrev erent mentions of God JHiA i 

' so bold as to buck the restrictions attributes or any reli? j 0 n or | 

openly. * ous institutions. The fact is that - p 3 I 

Section III of the code also bans this rule against the expression of aa 

Irresponsible advertisers (occultists, I y unre ]jgj OUS attitude completely) j) OCT 10 lw 

many patent medicines, etc.); an- I denying freedom of speech to athe- <s 
noying sound effects and over-repi- bas bg en in effect for quite v 
• tition; misleading statements on some time. ’ 
premiums appealing to superstition; Code of standards of Prac-(^/ . f. 

and game-of -chance contests. tices i$ ^ go infc0 effect February J Hj 

However, little objection has been ’ 19 48 , subject to suggestions for nil ( 

raised to the even more dangerous revision. A standing committee is |Y\ 

Section II of the code, forbidding receiving the suggestions, most of \ A /] 

l dramatization of controversial is- which are concerned with the limi- f [J 

7 SU es and limiting all mention of tations on commercials. It is quite \Jr 

such issues “to programs specifically possible that some revision of this ! 
designed for that purpose.” section may be made which would 

♦ * '* j be more to the liking of the big! 

This clause would cut off the advertisers. S is a clipping frc 

labor-progressive movement from After that will come the very if- 0 // Of t) 

any access to the radio audience ficult job of enforcement, and on ~~ T // ~ 

other than through straight politi- this point, many of the codes DAILY WORKER 

cal speeches, giving the trusts sole strongest backers are not too opto- 

right to broadcast their bilge in mistic. Some small stations have^ ^ 

unhampered style. It would forbid even considered withdrawing from. — — — / 

labor use of the more popular dra- the NAB to escape the code’s pro- ppea at /jtne Seat' of 
1 matic and variety programs, such as visions. Certainly though, the most ) rnme nt^f - / / ft * 
those put on by the AFL recently, enforced provisions will be those jV?V r / \ \jffi 

i and would put progressive political least discussed those banning dra- L if <[ h I i 

1 Action 1 in a itraight-jacket. It matization of all political issues. \\ "" J\Cy^ 

prevent comedians and I ° 'J iri/l 
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The question is really: WHOSE, 
politics go on^the 


air?' 


(Editor's note : Because of its vital importance to the radio 
audience in every section of the country, ice arc devoting this 
rveek’s column- space to 1'raxris K. Hedrick's Federated Press 
column. “On the Capitol's Cuff.”) 

By TRAVIS K. HEDRICK 

WASHINGTON — If American radio is not to go the way of the 
commercial press and be sold out completely to the corporations 
and interests that are continually in conflict with the listening public, 
there’s a job to do before Jan. 12. Every reader and organization 
can take part in this task. 

Organized radio, banded together in 
Assn, of Broadcasters, launched a crusa 
Xllunlit C!jU lUITOJltTSfT to remove the last 
of federal regulation over program content. 

The fight will begin Jan. 12 before the Federal 
Communications Commission in Washington when 
that -body npens a review of its Mayflower decision 
of January 1941. 

Under the Mayflower decision, broadcasting sta- 
tions are forbidden from becoming advocates of 
political issues — or to editorialize at the expense of 
the opposite side of a current problem. 

HEDRICK * * * 

PRES. JUSTIN MILLER of the NAB takes the position that the 
Mayflower ruling curtails free speech because it forbids stations 
from pounding the ears of their listeners exclusively in favor of 
the Natl. Asn. of Manufacturers, Sen. Robert Taft, and anti-labor 




UNLESS there is a great volume of testimony from the public 
opposing the NAB, the chances are that the Jan.. hearing may 
be concluded with a bob-tailed airing of the people s side. 

The industry itself is ready, and eager for the fight „ and wilL 
move to conclude the hearings on its own testimony unless lots o^| 
folks are around eager to counteract it. 

Organized radio insists that the FCC must abandon its rule that 
‘‘the broadcaster cannot be an advocate.” Should the present rule 
be relaxed, at least one section, of opinion close to the FCC feels 
$'®re ought to be a counter-measure in a requirement that if th^ 
\ ^"ns editorialize on the air, there should be a sort of radio letters- 
V o^'ditor” feature in which the other side is presented. 

$ trouble with that, as newspaper readers well know^is.that 
„ s-to-the-editor are seldom read and often find their way to the 
i waste basket. 

Anyhow, there’s the problem. • It is up to the radio listeners 
to act. ‘ . - . - - 



legislation. 

Some broadcasters have used the FCC’s Mayflower decision to 
avoid the need to give time to any controversial subject matter at 
all, and because of this fact and the powerful pressure of, the NAB 
itself, the FCC has called for a review of the whole question. 

There is a section of though in the FCC that the Mayflower 
decis ;m i was issued at a time when the U. S. had only 700 or so 
stations, while today the nation has about 1800 standard broad-, 
casting stations in addition to FM facilities . . . and that organized 
labor is beginning to take over some stations of its own to give the 
opposite side of the picture more weight. 

* * * 

SO THE HEARING opening Jan. 12 will seek to determine two 
questions: 

1. Whether . the. .voicing of editorial opinion by the station 
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FCC’S DURR 
O F W i l li 1 

Says G-Men Sftr 
‘ Useless Gossip* i 


ACCUSES FBI, Kf 
HUNT IN RADIO' 


Washington. — FCC commissioner 
Clrfford-)/E)urr has revealed that^ the 
FBI is seeding to the commission "un- 
solicitea reports” on' individuals con;- 
nected with radio.” 

Durr’s remarks, most of which had , 
gone unnoticed in the press, are exr 
pected to lead to widespread comment ^ 
from many quarters. | 

'Durr, by inference, blasted the 
FBI ; ’s action and charged thaf fjiany of 
these reports can be rejected as “base- 
less gossip.” \ ’ , 

Durr’s remarks were contained in 
an address before the National Asso- . 
elation of Educational Broadcasters in 
Chicago on Oct. 26. ' 1 

Althpugh Durr declined to enlarge " 
on his statement, it was believed here 
that the FBI is furnishing the com- 
mission with information on allegecj 
Communists in the industry, in many 
cases before the FCC has passed on 
applications. ■ 1 

In his speech, Durr warned that the 
Hollywood probe by the House Com - < 
mittee on un-American Activities may, 
spread to the radio industry. . j 

“I do not think,” Durr said, “that; 
what is taking place with reference t<4 j 
the movie industry will stop with the( 
movie industry. Radio very likely will , 
be the next victim and our schools and 
• universities cannot assume that the^ 
willj be immune." * 

Castigating the House committee,; 
Durr warned thaf the “hidden activi- 
ties- of our mWitary organizations and ■ 
of the FBI. are far more dangerous be,, 
cause they cannot be brought into tin 
ooen tor publie'serutiny and oxamina-j 
tion ”, , , _ . i 

Previously, FBI director |. Edgar 
Hoover had stated that the FBI did not 
initiate 'investigations ' on' its own. 
Durr's statement appeared in variance 
with Hoover’s. • „ 
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Radio Artists Help 
Fight Against 7 -H 

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 26 (FP).— A new labor weapon ; 
to make the most effective use of the radio in the anti- 
Taft-Hartley fight has been forged by a group of union- > 

minded radio artists here. The ? — ~ 

weapon is a series of 18-inch radio 
transcriptions making available to 
local unions throughout the country 
quarter-hour radio dramas on some i 
of the vital issues of the day. i 

Its producers are an organization 
calle d^? AX, Produ ctions, which has 
drawn on the talents of such people 
as Anthonjj^Boucher, famous mys- 
tery writer; Morris^Watson, creator 
of the WPA theater’s Living News- 
paper, and others to produce a 
hard-hitting radio series on Taft- 
Hartley, political action/ the Na- 
tional Association of Manufacturers, 
housing and thought control. 

The series, which has the .joint 
backing of the AFL, CIO and Broth- 
erhood of Railroad Trainmen (un- 
affiliated) in the area, was first 
aired by the CIO in Petaluma and 
the AFL in San Jose. It has 
already been picked up by unions 
In New York, Chicago, Detroit, St. 

Louis and other cities. 

AVAILABLE TO UNIONS 
The program, designated by the 



ambitious PAX group as Series I 
Up to You” (with a second 
eerleiT' contemplated for the near 
future), includes the following 
titles; 


‘‘The^Pakville Story,” a semi-doc- 
umentary^fory^based on united 1 
labor’s political victory in the Oak- f 
land. Cal.,, elections. 




“ThwTAmerlcanism Mr. Mud- 
gett,” the tale' of a bottom- bracket 
-government employee who suddenly 
wakes up to find himself “disloyal” 

and out of a job. 

Pine Faces Life,” which looks 
at" the housing crisis through the 
eyes of a piece of 2 by 4 lumber. 

“Theriot to Overthrow Lincoln,” 
which raises the question of how 
un-American can you get?— and 
finds that soon even dead men 
may not be safe. 

«4t‘Blg Union,” which takes a look 
atthe “roughest, toughest closed 
shop union in the world— the Free 
Enterprise League. j 

The transcriptions, which arej 
tailored to permit opening and clos- 1 
ing "commercials” by the local union 
Using them, cost between $700 and 
$1,000 each to produce, but are 
available to unions at less than $50 • 
apiece. 

Full information, including tips 
on how to buy radio time and quotes 
'.from the Federal Communication^ 
'’Commission and National Associa- » 
tion of Broadcasters’ codes on free- 
dom of the air,. may be obtained from 

Productions, 177 Post St., Safi,, 
Francisco 8, Cal. 
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Anti-lynching Radio Play Withdrawn: 

Censorship Charged In 
Banning Of Script 

“Censorship born of' fear” was behind the decision made last Friday by executives 
of s the Mutual Broadcasting network to cancel as scheduled series of four^dramatized 
presentations of the report of President’s Committee on Civil Rights, Arnol^erl, well- 
known radio writer and author of the first script, an anti-lynching drama, charged thisjy 
week. Perl, whose anii-lynching script was withdrawn from production by the Mutual net- 
work, and replaced by another 


script consisting of direct read 
ings from the Committee’s re- 
port, told PV that network offi- 
cials were mot.vated by a fear 
that his dramatization would prove 
offensive to Mutual's Southern 
audience. 

Perl's script was based on the 
first section o£ the Committee’s 
report, “The Right to Safety and 
Security of the Person.” It 
dramatically reconstructs lynch- 
ings of Negroes at Greenv.Ue, 
S. C. and Minden, La. 

According to Perl, Robeij|<r"parr, 
executive secretary . of th< KGD41 
Ura; , termed the or- 
iginal script, “magnificent.” An- 
other network official reportedly 


called the rejected script - “beau- “The only answer to this ques-.^ 
tiful.” Uion'is: censorship born of fear.” i 

“Why,” asks Perl pointedly, j -p^ e Mutual chain has more ! 
“does a network corpmssion a .. , ., .. ( 

dramatization and than discover I Southern outlet, than any other, 
after it has had the script for j major radio network. It is felt, 
two weeks that the subject it had j that the shelving of Perl’s anti- 
asked to be dramatized is a j lynching script was governed by- 
political football that is too hot a desire to accommodate the 
to b an dle? .’ 1 Southern stations. r. 
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Radi(^ew5m^n bares editorializing, 
interference by station KMPC owner 


By STEVE CHARTER 

SAN FRANCISCO— The accu- 
sations brought against G. A. 
Richards, president of KMPC, 
Los Angeles, by two former, sta- 
tion executives should have ma- 
jor bearing on- the Federal Com- 
munications Commission (FCC) 
hearings now going on in Wash- 
ington to determine whether or 
not station owners should be per- 
mitted to editorialize on the air. 
Letters sent by Richards to 
V/j CleteVjRoberts, former KMPC di- 
'Srector of news and special events 
(and now a news commentator 
I over KFWB, Los Angeles) were* 
j parried here yesterday from an 
'exclusive story published Satur- 
jday by “Billboard.” - ' ' ‘ 

Billboard* statement 

George E. Lewin, former news- 


V 


room manager for KMPC, gave 
‘'Billboard” the following state- 
ment: 

“February 26, 1948. 

“In general, Mr. Richards told 
me many times to seek news 
items derogatory to the New 
Deal, as he always referred to 
the Truman administration. He 
told me to plug always for Gen- 
eral Mac Arthur and Tom Dewey 
and to keep hammering at the 
Jews, who are, he said, all Com- 
munists. 

“Specifically, Mr. Richards told 
me, always to follow any story 
about Communists with a stoqfrK 
(derogatory) about any memberyi 
of the Roosevelt family. He or- ! 
dered me to use 'the same ti 
ment of newa stories tieing thfete,. 
names of David^illenthal, Henry 


ards ordered me to give extra 
long treatment to charges 
against Lilienthal, and to sup- 
press anything favorable to Lil- 
ienthal. Lilienthal, he said, was 
a Communist. 

‘GIVE HUGHES HELL’ 

“When Howard Hughes was 
testifying before the Senate War 
Contracts Investigating Commit- 
tee, Mr. Richards told me almost 
daily to give Hughes hell. 

“He told me specifically to re- 
fer always to Hughes’ flying 
boat as the worthless plane or 
the mammoth waste of the tax- 
payers’ money and ordered me to 
work into the news stories the 
prediction that, it would . never 
fly. 

“Mr. Richards ordered me to 
stop the use by newscasters of 
stories about events in Palestine. 
That was in the latter part of 
December, 1947. He said that 
publicizing the situation in Pal- 
estine would give aid and com- 
fort to Jews and Communists. 

“He ordered me never to use a 
story about Henry Wallace un- 
less it was unfavorable to Wal- 
lace and said that I must always 
precede Wallace’s name with the 
nicknames of screwball or tum- 
bleweed. ' / 


ON ROOSEVELT 
“When Elliott Roosevelt testi- 
fied before the Senate War Con- 
tracts Investigating Committee 

h 


Mr. Richards ordered me -to dig > 
up the complete dosier on Elliott 
Roosevelt and recap all of his 
brushes with the press which 
might conceivably reflect on. 
young Roosevelt. 

“The treatment of news stories 
ordered by Mr. Richards was 
identical with that which I had 
encountered Arhile working for 1 
Hearst, Cissie\ Patterson, Capt. 
Joe^Patterson and Scripps-How- 
ard. i 

“The incidents listed above 
were repeated many times and in 
connection with many other per- j 
sonalities. The general tenor was, 
always the same.” 


-Tha'v FCC hearings on the j 
"Mayflower Decision,” the rule j 
that forbids broadcasters to edi-j 
torialize on the air, are still go- 
ing on now in Washington. 
There is still time to make yotrf 
opinion known and to retain the 
Decision. 

WRITE A LETTER ▼ 

If the “Mayflower Decision” Is 
thrown out, people like KMPC’s 
G. A. Richards — and there are 
many of them in American radio 
— would feel that every day was 
“Der Tag.” 

• You can stop that from hap- 
pening by/ writing to: 

Wayne/ Coy, Chairman* '! > 

Federal Communications i, : 

Commission,' 


Washington, D. C. 
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^Wallace, Howardylughes, Henry, 
.CBaiser and others whom he con- 
sidered to be dangerous men. 
“During the Senate hearings j 
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pn bavid E. Lilienthal's confiK, > 
'.’.nation as head of the Atomic j 
-Energy Commission, Mr. Rich* [ 
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for lime on Air Forum 


general secretary of the Communist^ 
Pafrty, yesterday demanded that Town Meeting of the Air 
either give time to a party spokesman or retract its charge 

that none could be found to discuss 1 :- 7 — — - — — — - 

on Its program: “Which Way For ' published m the Feb. 


America — Communism, Socialism, 
Fascism or Democracy?” 

Dennis wrote Town Meeting mod- 
erator George V. Denny, Jr.: 


28 issue of 
PM, that Town Meeting had been 
“unable to locate” a real Communist 
willing to present the party’s views. 

Denny, professing that he never 
received' Dennis’ letter of March 3, 


“I renew my request that you but read it in the press, wrote the 
give the Communist Party an op- communist leader that “We are not 
portunity to designate one of its . impressed by your propaganda claim 
leaders to appear on the program the right to use democratic prln- 
t>f March 16th. If that request is j ciples in order to advocate a system 
lenied, I demand that you withdraw | which would immediately put an 


/our slanderous charge that Com 
nunists are unwilling to avow their 
: ews publicly, and that you make 
t/ clear to the radio audience that 
'our program Is open only to. antl- 
Ammunlsts.” 

;In an earlier letter to Denny, 
>ennis had protested the report, 


end to these principles," and de- 
clared that it was against Town 
Meeting policy to present advocates 
of Communism on their program. 

To this Dennis replied that his 
letter of March 3 was sent to Denny 
by registered mail (receipt No. 395,- 
4501, . • . 

The texts of the letters exchanged 
by Dennis and' Denny follow: 
“Dear Mr. Dennis: 1 

“A have not received your letter 


of March 3rd, copies of which you 
have evidently distributed • to the 
press. _ ; 

“We have made it clear many 
times that Town Hall and Town 
Meeting axe unalterably opposed to 
every type of totalitarianism by 
whatever name it is called. Since 
it is perfectly clear that the only 
type of Communism and Fascism 
we know today is absolute totali- 
tarianism, we do not present on our.! 
programs advocates of either. 

“We are not impressed by your 
propaganda claim of the right to 
use democratic principles in order 
to advocate a system which would 
immediately put an, end to those 
principles. 

"Very /truly yours, 
“GEO. YJffJENNV. JR:" 


9 

a pi^ 


r * 

“Dear Mr. Denny: 

“My letter to you of March 3rd 
was sent registered mall, receipt No. 
395,450. ■ • • '•* 

* “Your claim that you did « not re- 


ceive it' appears to be of a 
with your curious shift of grouri 
from the position reported in tk 
PM story ' to that taken in yoi 
letter to me of March 5th. 

“According to the PM story, yo 
were ‘unable to locate’ a spokesmai 
for the Communist point of Viev 
According, to your letter to me, you 
policy is one of not permittin 
Communists to speak for themselve 
or defend their policies on your pro 
gram. 

“I renew my request that you giv 
the Communist Party an opportu 
nity to designate one of its leader 
to appear on the program of Marcl 
16th. If that request is denied, , 
demand that you withdraw yon 
slanderous charge that Communist* 
are unwilling to avow their view, 
publicily, and that you make It cleai 
to the radio audience that youi 
program is open only to anti- 
communists. 

“Very truly yours, 
“EUGENE DENNIS.” 
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fJE Starts >' 

2nd Year U' ; 

On the Air 0 

gTARTTNG its second year as 
sponsor of the first national 
■weekly news program ever pre- 
sented by. a trade union in this 
'country, the United Electrical, 
Radio and Machine Workers of 
; America (UE-CICO has announced 
' the addition of more than 50 new 
stations to its coverage, 

i 

' The UE also revealed the fact 
that' its program will be heard over j 
the American Broadcasting Co. 
i network rather than the Mutual J 
' Broadcasting System, and, for the j 
first time, will be coast-to-coast. j 



'I 



Starting Monday night, April 19; I 
^.jthe program — which features Ar=. 

,t thur Gaeth, ace news reporter, 
•will be carried by more than 1112 
.stations in 36 states. 

The program will be heard in 
the East at 10 p.m., in the Mid- : 
west-at 9, in the Mountain area 
at 8, and be re-broadcast to the 
Pacific Coast at 9. 

• • * 


UE IS ONE of the largest unions 
in the nation, representing 600/100 
men and women in the electrical 
manufacturing industry. 

The forniat of the program re- 
mains the; same, with Mr. Gaeth 
presenting not only behfrKUthe- 
headlines discussions butru 
visiting the homes of* avefa' 
American people in all parts of 
the nation, finding out about their 
problems, asking questions, and 
! then seeking answers to these 
questions on vital issues by spot 
(interviews with prominent and 
informed Americans, leaders in 
, public and private life. 
v In commenting on the change; 
In network which will gr eatly 


; * 
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revision 


Joseptr/starobiiL foreign editor 
of the paily Worker, will appear on 
the' television program, “Court of 
Public Opinion,” tonight (Tues- 
day) at 8 p. m. over the Dumont 
Television Net work. 

The subject of the program, will 
' be “Do you approve of the Current 
American policy in Italy?” Appear- 
, ing with Starobin for the negative 
• will be Vincent James Longhi. 
Congressman Vito Marcantonio will 
act as their counsel. 

The affirmative position will 
: taken by George H. Earle, former 
Governor of Pennsylvania and for- 
mer Minister to Bulgaria, and 
Otto D. Tolischus, foreign corres- 
pondent of the New York Times. 
Their counsel will be Nicholas^ 
i Becora, attorney, 
i The Court of • Public Opinion oi> 
;iginates from the DuMont Studios 
■ aL the John Wanamaker Store 
New York. 
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Trusts Squeeze Gov't j 
In Bid for Airwaves : 

WASHINGTON, April 20 (FP) . — Monopoly, which keeps 
up endless pressure on all branches of government here, is 
making a bid to capture the channels for radio broadcasting. 

Battleground for the current fights — 

is the Senate Interstate and Foreign, for broadcasting. If two stations In 
Commerce Committee where there the same region were allowed to use 


j Is a bill, introduced by, Sen. Edwin 
C. Johnson (D-Colo), to limit pow- 
er of broadcasting stations to 50,- 
OOO watts. 

( The Johnson bill changes nothing 
in the current situation. Some 63 
stations in the U. S. broadcast with 
power of 50,000 watts. No regular 
station is licensed to use more than 
50,000 watts. Even so, the big sta- 
tions, notably WLW in Cincinnati 
ahd KFI in Los Angeles, have put 
on a power play to kill, the bill In 
committee. 

A few of the biggest and richest 
stations want to use power as great 
as 750,000 watts. Their application 
for the tremendous power Increase 
is being considered by the Federal 
Communications Commission. 

STOP EXPANSION PLAN 

The Johnson bill would not hurt 
the big stations now but it would 
stop their plans for expansion. To 
kill the bill, they have lined up an 
impressive show of strength, largely 
from farm organizations. 

Basic to the situation is the fact 
that while the sky looks unlimited, 

] tb>o number of radio channels for 
! ordinary commercial broadcasting 
is- definitely limited. The FCC has 
set up 106 such channels. It ha8 to 
patrol the use of the atmosphere 


the same channel, the more power- 1 
ful station could drown out the 
smaller. 

If big stations are allowed to in- 
crease their power over the pres- 
ent 60, 000- watt limit, their broad- 
cast will reach across the country 
and ruin the small stations in the 
same wave lengths. Since there ftre 
only 106 channels In all, relatively 
few big operators could monopolize 
the air; * * . 

FARM BACKING 

Farm organizations have been the 
most impressive witnesses for the 
big stations. They have laid a real 
problem before the Senate commit- 
tee. Radio signals must be strong 
enough for farmers to get clear re- , 
ports on weather and markets. 
Therefore, they ask for more pow- 
erful stations. • 

The Joker here Is that stations 
can be closer to farm centers in-, 
stead' of being kept in cities and< 
made so powerful they can blast 
little stations out of business. M. L. 
Wilson, long time leader in farm 
extension work in the Agriculture; 
Department, proposed a net worlt i 
of rural stations of moderatfJ 
strength to give best service to farm- 
ers. 
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W/OTS TO CIVE5j»?5CAiV Alft . . . That 

funny man. Morgan's wjlc, ISOBhL, who. in her separa- 
tion suit, broadcast charges that he was far from humor- 
ous with her. She avers he tossed a few things (not 
jokes) at her and even invited her to take her own life. 

* rg r fW '•••*>*.* • ; -rg^! 

F' : 

Kill Self, Suit Says f ' 

Hey. Morgan! 

, Your wife. Isobel. Is broadcast- 
ing in Manhattan Supreme Court 
today and what she says about 
you as an unfunny husband 
shouldn't happen to a radio 
comedian. 

She says you b-a t her in pel - 
rale and abused iier in putdic. 
boasted of an affair with at least 
'one other woman, invited her to 
eomnilt suicide and treated her 
as worse than a servant ... In 
fact, did everythin* but slug 
her svith an elevated shoe. 

Oh. boy. Morgan, what a script 
Isobel lias put together in « suit 
for separation against funnyman 
Henry Morgan, who. she says, 
makes JISO.OOG a year! What a 
rcripl! 

NO DIMES. SHE SAYS. 

She asks *750 a week temporary 
alimony. *25.000 fees for her at 
tomfys. Corbin. Bennett At Dele 
parity, or 30 Uroad st.. ar.rt J.i.ono 
expenses saying, 'and tins will kill 
yon. Morgen), you haven't given 
her a dime slue*: March 3. 

She met the comedian in 1045 
when ns fr.uiicl tilhiis. hlniid and 
aura-rive noire;.*, she came here 
Horn her native California looking 
for n ioh. and took the one of 
being Mrs. Muigun. 

V/e will now turn the mleiu- 
plume over to faoliel nfier 'lie 
lliime sung. You're the Arsenic 
In My Col tee. Take it nwny. j. n- 
)K l . 
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"Mr .!).•» nH nrvrr l*v«* nif 
• ui-flil't K rli»C <!»•*•▼ «n;tr- 

»lf*l at l.»* VriiM. Nrv.. Au«. 17 . 
I0K.I. an«l uhfn 1 r*pr»*v»l i» 


wish for. onr h© *'»M mr 
woiiM nrvrr Mrrp with me i( 1 
\v*»re such 0 rln* . . . 

“In October, IJHti. he taunted 
nie hy Iruvlitg »*n n»V dr»-s«»*r 
11 |ove-|rlter from a 8l#l hr had 
hern writing lo iiiinl*^lln f ly... 

ri:.\iu. tr'HOKKK kmti;d. 

*'ln Nnvrmlirr, I!ll0, while we J 
were In a rotlMMnl, my hui- | 
hiifitl bemme. vlolrnl and | 
grabbed my pr.irl rliukrr 5 *nd , 
ri|i|>f*d It off to my ImiihHU- 
iinn. . . 

“tin some nrrMsIuiM, en he , 
went »o ih<« then Ire m* ifbapd . 
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g rrn parently sincere desire to*be- 1 

115© . H- 99BB©§ come reconciled. Bui the fol- 

6«it Morgan' 

| Continued from Firtt Page ' but fion t come back.’ . . . 

'•During the past four months 
would insist that I sit in the mv husband has been keeping 
mezzanine while he was in the company with other women in 


orchestra... 

(Time for a station break . . . 
And now back to Isobel.l 
x <‘ln September, 1947. and on 
other occasions, while I was 


New York and Florida and has 
taken at least one woman to mu- 
tual friends and introduced her 
for their approval ...” 
Folksie-Wolksics the voice you 


cooking dinner my husband just heard was that of Isobelf 


would come into the kitchen 
and throw food at me and all 
over the kitchen floor... 

CALLS HUMOR SHOCKING. 

‘ Last November, at Hollywood 
and at, other times, my husband 
frequently told me such things as: 
‘Why don't you commit suicide?: 
why don’t you jump out a window? 
It would be very dramatic and 
other women would feel sorry for 
me . . .it -would end all our troubles 
satisfactorily’. . . 

j “Last November, as I was pre- 
i paring to attend a testimonial 
dinner with my husband in 
Hollywood, he took his car out to 
do a brief errand, and then 
rushed inside “the house and 
- yelled to me. outside my bath- 
room door, using a foreign dia- 
lect, ‘Your husband has just 
been killed in an automobile ac- 
cident,’ causing me shock.” 

We break in with a very im- 
portant news flash, Napoleon- is 
. dead. And now back to Lsobel. 
iT “Last February (following 
!thelr separation Dec. 14) my 
{husband provoke.d my sympajju*-* 
; by claiming that a ccrtaiifwo- 
man was driving him to consider 
suicide by charging him to be 
the father of her child, and that 
• the charge was false . . . 

“The following night my hus- 
*: band arranged that I should 
again come to our home (a du- 
plex apartment at 112 E. 61st 
: st.), which T ,did and stayed 
j overnight with him on his aP- 


Gibbs Morgan ... In 10 seconds it 
will be 10 seconds later than noa( 
. . . . Tunc in tomorrow on ouf 


young people's forum discussion: 
Which is better, an old husband or 
a new girdle? 

Just a second, folks. Our rov- 
ing microphone has picked up 
“an unequivocal and categori- 
cal’’ denial of all Isobcl’s charges 
■by Morgan. < 

In turn, he accuses her — oh, 
this is awful — he accuses her — 
get the children out of the room 
— he accuses her of being “en- 
tirely devoid, of a sense of 
f humor.” 

The papers were filed before 
Justice O'Brien, who reserved de- 
cision. 
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Comic Says She Can’t 
e Joke; Hits Her Cooking 


Henry^organ,$^^ 
radio- ; cotocV [ indicated yesterday 
he ’.would 1 m . rather try out’, a gag 
• on' an audience of ' indifferent, 


-r , r - .——-l 

eyen.rCdnsider, it' funny.y when .the, 

•j ^ukested^sh^ jump j^out^th^pri- 

idowj^She was- a- /wonderful cook 
with avcanrppener, he added, ; and 
if 1 naUyi', shells > a', ; Commun.ist^he, 

[ ; | r - The Bronx’s, gif t ?t<> - ra&6.;made 
■ these r allegations in ; . answer to the 
•separation 1 ' suit 'which ^Isobeli '24, 
;has- : flled'^'hVBupreme ? Court.:; She: 

I is asking $750? aV week 'temporary, 
r alimohy andf/$28,000 : counsel 5 fees- 

\ i'i 

LACKS HUMOR', HE SAYS.:;^ 

, 1 * 'l not {a- person 1 witti < 

whomphocan' conyersein' jest,’',. 

. ; said Morga^ ;‘‘a' sadV situation,^ 
i indeed,; for a man’: who must • 

'•• make 'his- living’ out of ^banter 

r i'and'^ V 

1 J^bel /listed v nearly* • 20-;,<-*3nclr. 
f each ‘hf^wftch 

f Morgan Ddenie d and added '; his 


;; r Cynmunfc^^^ ' 

said* "and I personally. have seen 
, her membership card. Asiai : mat<. 
' *■ ■ t^of our disagreements';. 

aAMtfAMa f I AV% iMAof Af ' ilia HmA 


Morgan /ha a now 'gradii- . 
afed td ; the rank ■ of, court jester, 
the>latisst,of his- jokes being! 
that! his; wife Is a /Commie. \ V 
./ /."His gag» • £his v time; may r«r !i 
eeho to .his disadvantage. .. This* 
cruel' jest/ is .in . line; with; other' 
insult* he has heaped upon her." j 
r Regarding ;,the; charge that "he 


mggested his. wife knock herself 
njf, Morgan said: 

"On occasions she would, coin- £ 


jl'daln to-/ me in usual womanly 
1 ^ashion that she did not have S 
; shoes Or a hat 'of ; a particular j 
] color to wear, with an outfit, and ? 
,ln jest ,!{• would reply, ‘So I sup- k 
wse, the - only thing left for you : 
fi«;t6 commit suicide or. jump,out3 
'aitevwindow^- •»’ •' ; -r v:>. J. 
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Air ban protests 
lodged ^ith FCC 

... SAN FRANCISCO \r a J*i _ 


Cal.to^a Communist part^ ol 

ing System and Station iSiBr«/ 7k „ Do " *** BraaaSSSF 

Co. lor Ktusing t0 

to the 


opposition 

bill. 

William Schneiderman, o£2 
»un,st state chairman, 
leased an exchange of iLS 
apondence with Don Lee. 

Lewis A. Weiss, Don Lee geo- 
ral Manama u> _ ® DU 


K5ST £ mSSSBsLii 

Columbia Broadcasting System 
^ t !^ lt . WOuldn ’ t Pemit y only 



£mSKSS £?.-«a55 

^:r^ bIe to the CoJiS 
Party because the leaders of oar 
government hav e officially stated 
that the objectives of the Com- 
inuipist party are Inimical to the 
form of government that we en- 
joy under the American system.- 
Weiss signed off: "With kind- 

you,r ~ 1 am very “"HoUr 
Schneiderman replied: 

whicv, Setti " g ' U P a censorship In 
hich you determine for yourself 
who can and who cannot 
tj»e air, you are making a hollow 
mockery of American democ- 

0 /T°",f re do,n ff *> a« the basis 
of a bill which is still pending 
before Congress, which has not 
been enacted, and which vitally 
affects the constitutional rights 
of the members of the Communist 
party as well as of all Americans. 

You have granted unlimited time 
to the proponents of the Mundt 
yon refuse to grant any 
*® fc aU 40 th e organization 
pos-JioT^ to expre88 its °P- 

“Can you inform roe in what 
respect this differs from t£ 

Stolon?- yP * 0, - 8u PP t6s »ton ot 

organizations were 
less forthright than Don Lee. 

Local representatives of the 
American Broadcasting Co. told 
this paper their New York head- 
quarters had ruled “for the pret ) 
ent time, ABC would only accept l 
dtawiMsion from members of Con- f 
'.gress.” | 

^at would permit J^j | 
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BROADCASTERS 7 CONVENTION 


F(A MUST WAIT FOR PROFITS 


- By MEL STEELE 

j J. ..... .. (Last of a series) 

1 LOS ANGELES— rThe- recent 
'convention of the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters - here 
made one thing very evident . . . 
so evident that Federal Commu- 
nications Commission Chairman 
Wayne Coy felt impelled to treat 
of it with light rebukes to the 
broadcast biggies. FM radio is 
ready to roll. The bankroll boys, 
however, .are holding it up. , 
Major investment of the sta- 
tion owners is, of course, in the 
AM field. Rapid development of 
FM would put station owners in 
position of erecting new trans- 
mitters, etc. Independent FM ex- 
hibitors at the convention got 
big play but few sales. 

Half-drunken ’ small station 
men railed at operations of the 
monopolies that have forestalled 
development of the fade-free, in- 
terference-free, static-free medi- 
um. Very few FM receivers are 
being built. Until the receivers 
i are available, no profit in FM 
j ... no fine radio for you. 
i Receivers at the convention 
| were, of course, in the. downtown 
i Biltmore, a test for the fidelity 
j and quality of any receiver. Re- 
I ception from FM at this locale 
was little less than ( pardon the 
precious mood) exquisite. 

Yet this wonderful advance- 
ment of^ science is shackled'by 



FRANK F^MVLLEN 

... hire a h 

the top men in the NAB. A sop 
was thrown to FM broadcasters. 
Everett Dillard, pioneer in FM 
broadcasting was elected to the 
NAB board. 

Dillard is head of the Conti- 
nental network, FM chain. He 
also own KOZY, Kansas City and 
WASH, Washington. Both of 
these FM operations are a couple 
of years old, yet on KOZY Dil- 
lard reports he is barely breaking 
even. On WASH, he’s l%^g 


money. His business of manu- 
facturing transmission equipment 
allows him to absorb losses. 
Other FM enthusiasts don’t own 
such manufactories. 

Dillard’s answer to the FM 
problem is this: There are enough 
AM stations. Refuse all further 
requests for construction of the 
amplified modulation stations. 
Allow construction of FM sta- 
tions only. I 

However, network and large 
station men oppose such a mov& 
Their opposition spells out “nto 
profit” for FM. For strange rea- 
sons, small station owners won’t 
go into FM until the sets are 
available and profits are pos- 1 
sible. 1/ 

Political maneuvering was a 
feature of the convention. G. A. 
Richards, unhappy owner of 
KMPC, now on the FCC carpet 
for news distortion, is trying to 
pull himself out of his deep, deep 
hole. 

Richards has appointed Frank 
E. Mullen, former NBC exec, 
head operation of his three 5),- 
000 watt properties. Meantime, 
Richards is trying to consitai- 
mate sale of KMPC to NBC. V 
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Around the Dial; 

ABC Network Introduces Red-Baiting 
Under Heading of ‘Documentary’ 

By Bob Lauter f j| 

W^JZ'ABC will shortly present a series of programs 
which will be featured as “documentaries.” The 
word “documentary” is intended to give credence and 
authority to what will doubtless be an inaccurate, slanderous, and 
distorted series. This comes under the heading ot ‘‘public service:” 

Robert Saudek, vice-president in charge of public affairs for 
ABC, has announced a series of three “documentaries” which “will 
seek to unmask Communism in the United States.” If this statement 
in itself- is not enough to prove the biased approach of these so-called 
documentaries, the titles of each of the three full-hour programs make 
the character of the series painfully clear. 

♦ * ♦ 

THE FIRST IN- THE SERIES will be called Blueprint of the Com- 
munist Party in the United States/ The second is titled, The Party in 
Action (How to Start a Revolution). The third has the bland title. 
Psychoanalysis of a Communist (for which, doubtless, some professional 
psychoanalyst will lend his services in the interest of “science”). Wherr 
tije series ends, ABC “will state conclusions to be drawn from them 
and will make recommendations to the American public.” In other 
words, after three hours of lies and distortions about the Communist 
J*arty, the network will instruct the public how to react and what to do. 

The fine hand of social-democracy is discernible in this mon- 
strosity. After combing the field for a script- writer, the network 
evidently decided that the professional and open capitalist apologists 
were not quite slick enough for the job. WJZ-ABC therefore obtained 
the services of Morton Wishengrad whose long experience in working 
closely with David Dubinsky as Educational Director for the ILGWU 
makes him just the man- to knife labor In the back. ‘ 

In order to dignify the series with the aura of “scholarship,” the 
network has also rented the brains of Dr. Robert Morrison Maclver, 
Lieber Professor of political philosophy and sociology at- Columbia 
University, as a "consultant” on the program. 

Dates for the series have not yet been . announced. 

* * ♦ 

/ ON PEOPLE’S PLATFORM (WCBS, 12:30 pm., Sunday), three 
vets discussed the question: “How Can We Er.xi the Cold War?” The 
discussion turned Into a debate with Ralph De Toledano, assistant 
editor of Newsweek, and Merle Miller, novelist, lined up against Thomas 
Jones, a Negro attorney who represents the United Negro and Allied 
Veterans of America. 

It was a tribute to Jones’ presentation of the subject that he 
forced a discussion of the recent exchange of notes between Bedell 
Smith and Molotov. Jones pointed out that war is a very profitable 
> venture for the Industrialists who are presently in the saddle In 
America. He also called for the outlawing of all means of mass de- 
struction, based on the Wallace Open Letter and Stalin’s reply. 

Miller began with a few progressive words about ending aid to 
Greece and China, but then wound up with the same reactionary argu- 
W iQhzjfis. XC$&peasement,” Russian “expansion,” etc.,) which' were De 
. .¥olediai?6^stock-in-trade. 

» Jones summed up the discussion when he observed that while the 
subject was how to stop the cold war, the proposals of De Toledano 
and Miller were proposals that would start the hot war. __ ... 
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Around the Dial j 

ABC’s “Documentary” on Communism — 1. 

By Bob Lauter " ' • - 

S TATION ■ WJZ-ABC has finally presented its docu- 
mentary, Communism — U. S. Brand. The network, you 
will recall, took exception to my column which they claimed 
pre-judged the program before it was broadcast. 

Now that it is over, my pre-judgment was, if anything, too mod- 
est. Pilled with misrepresentations;- calculated dishonesties, and 
malicious distortions, the program exhibited the high moral standards 
of a goat. Its self-righteous pretensions to objectivity were exceeded 
only by its hypocrisy. Technically, it was a smooth, well-oiled (and 
doubtless highly paid) Job. 

* 0 » 

t he first PIECE of dishonesty in connection with the program 
was its timing. It was offered Monday at 9:00-10:00 P. M., one half 
hour before the station broadcast the keynote speech of William 
Z. Foster at the Communist Party’s National Convention. The net- 
work doubtless hoped it would get Its audience in what it considered 
the proper frame of min d to hear Poster.' This treatment was given 
no other political party— Trotzyites, Socialists, Socialist-Labor Party, 
Republicans, or Democrats — before the broadcasts of their conventions. 

• • • 

THE PROGRAM BEGINS, auspiciously enough, with a lie. The 
narrator reads an application card for the Communist Party. The 
application includes the pledge of the new member to adhere to 
the policies and direction of the Communist International. Next, 
t fie applicant takes an oath which includes the line, “I pledge myself 
to remain at all times a vigilant and Ann defender of the Leninist 
line of the Party, the only line that insures the triumph of Soviet 
Power in the Upited States.” These facts, said the narrator, were 
taken from J^f’eters Manual of Organization published in July, 1935. 

> Morton^'Wishengrad, the fine upstanding social democrat who 
wrote the script, neglected to let the audience know a few pertinent 
facts about these oaths an'd pledges. 

1. No application card for the Communist Party has any reference 
whatsoever to the C.I. today, and has not had for years— including * 
a long period before the official dissolution of the C.I. 1 

2. The oath, to which the program refers, has not been in use 
for many long years. When It was used, the implication of the pro- 
gram — that the triumph of “Soviet Power” meant the triumph of the 
Soviet Union — is also a lie. The term Soviet Power was used to de- 
scribe a form of organization which was considered . best adapted for 
the organization of a socialist society. However, this , whole question 
of forms of organization has remained an open one for many years. 

3. Another little fact that Wjshengrad neglected to tell the 
radio audience, was that Peters J “1fainu»l of Organization is not today, 
and has not been for years, a guide to the functioning of the Com- 
munist Party of the UJS-A. 

• • • 

WISHENGRAD’S NEXT BIT of distortion was accomplished by 
the old method of using a quotation out of context. The narrator 
quoted a few lines from Lenin in which he attacked the defenders of 
democracy. The convenient omissions were the fact that Lenin was 
discussing bourgeoise democracy. • Nor did the program offer any 
Leninist theory on the relation between bourgeoise and proletarian 
democracy, without which any honest understanding of the Party’s 
position on democracy is impossible. Wishengrad, by distorting Lenin 
in this fashion, wanted to leave the impression that we are enemies 
Ot democracy “in general.” 

Lest the network contend that it was not their purpose to glvA 
tb;? lyhig impression that the oath to insure the “triumph of Sovie* 
Ztywer” is part. of Party procedure, let me point out that this line 
' wm repeated, four times during the program. j • n; 1 > • 

(Continued in Week-end Worker) ■ ' 



This is a clipping from 

Page_ of the 

Daily Worker 




Date, 

Clipped at the Seat 
Government . 



js 





^ ~: :i y 


rtf'** " •'"■^r'j ♦»>-^<eai>W8S 3rg'-i 


AL L INFORHATI ON C OBTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSMW 






• ■ ' .”' i- 4 '" : y' O- ■ iMf.To 


\ABC Ears Air Time to 

* . * — ; — ■ i 

Rejects Request of Communist Party for Chance to | 
Reply to ‘Communism — U.' S. Brand/ * | 

The American Broadcasting knowledge, have an}' of the cited I 
Company has rejected the re- °aths or statements even been pi 

■ quest of the Communist partv, ,ei ]° l ’ nce ^ b y y° j r party.” 

T r <; a * i ' The dramatized portions of H 

• +’ a'-do/ 3ir ^ mC t0 rep, Ti the script were based on the com- S 

- to ABCs recent one-hour docu-imon technics of Communists in ff 
mentapy program, “Commu-| labor organizations and so-called I 
msm U.S. Brand.” | ‘front’ organizations.” the letter I g 

n a letter to William Z. Foster, ! continued, “and drew on the it 
chairman of the Communist j Communists’ own official pub-!§ 
party Mark Woods, president of Jishcd directives.” J| 

t e radio chain, wrote that “ABC Woods wrote that “although |h 
considers its presentation to have on « of the three publications to ff 
een fair factual and, as to the j which you refer, ‘Variety,’ did k, 
of thc subject which it j fake issue with one of the cita-ie 
COmp Ctc ’ a ^ded ; jtions, I have seen no indictment || 

, ° r ,/ hls «?«?". AE p , in sCrv ' of the integrity of thc program || 
pup 1C ,nter f st do<?s not in either of the others to which j§ 
em it necessary to accede to you tlso refer (the New Republic § 

y °WonH« U «.vb vv, tv, anfl lhc New York Post), On the ijs 

o s wiote that the program other hand, many labor unions, ; (i 
made use only of speeches and both C. I. O. and A. F. of L., f? 
literature delivered, written, praised the program without.# 
•\ doited or published by Com- qualification. So have many ra-ilfe 
\mumsts and pointed out that, “in dio critics throughout the coun-ljft 
hfj case, to the best of ABC's try.” 
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Diskin .Will talk j 
On Air fo/ Gerson 

! Loafg^kia* state youth direc-. 
ftff^orthJcommunist Partyy-will- 
broadcast on Thursday, Oct. 14, ; 
over WMCA, 9:05 pjn., in behalf 
of Simon W. >Gerson, American 
Labor - Communist candidate for, \ 

, City Council from Brooklyn. Dis- ! T 
tin's ‘topic will be- “Youth and [- 
,-ihe ^leptip^^’ r All.jyputh clubs j 
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isconsin CP Leader ! 
To Speak orWIWAW 

MILWAUKEE, Wis., Oct. 18. -r 
• P^ed wBlair, Communist candidate 
. lor Congress in the 5th District, will 
deliver three radio a 
issues in the campafg^^over Station 
WMAW, 1250 kilocycles, at 6:46 
ipjn. on Tuesday, Oct. 19, Oct. & 
and at 7:45 p.m. and on Thursday, 
’ [Oct. >28. i 
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THAT RADIO WRITERS' STRIKE 







The Guild wants a 





^., 1 « i'h ii Q iUM’ r ~ An interesting 1 Incident hao- 

whose members write more than p ene( i last Tuesday when one of 
90 percent of all network shows , agencies hurried to get off 

is now in its tenth strike-day “unfair" 2ist 

against some of the country's ^ Warwick 4 teg- 

Uaim g show s and agencies. Tins , v „knaii n g the „ emocral f c 

National Committee’s weekly 
record show* The Committee, 
aware, of the potential stink in- 
volved if their show went 
, through a picket line, rushed to 

casting industry is in the midst f e u its agency either to sign with 
of a strike, brought' by the Ra», the guild or to yank the show off 


is the story behind the strike, 

By STEVE CHARTER 

SAN FRANCISCO— For the 
first time in ten years the broad- 


dio Writers’ Guild. 

The strike, taken after the 
guild voted 614 to 10 in favor 
of such action, is primarily to 
gain the same recognition from 
independent packagers and ad- 
vertising agencies as the RWG 
got last year from the networks. 

{This recognition is for the au 
thors to retain the rights to thej 
material they produce. 

NOT THE NETWORKS 
The strike, therefore, is not! 
against the networks,- but} 
against all programs produced b; 
agencies and independent pro 


the air. 

Last year, when the RWG con- 
templated taking strike action 
against the nets prior to that, 
victory, many of radio’s top 
comedians agreed not to . walk 
through any guild picket line. 
Today no such assurance, to my 
knowledge, has been given. 

RWG writers are the only tal- 
ent group in radio whose free- 
lance employes are not covered 
by a contract with which • e 
agencies and packagers corn]. > 

A half-hour program froiV 
coast-to-coast pays somewhere 
ducers who have continued td around $10,000 for time, and any- 
refuse to sign a contract smiilaij where from $1000 to $25,000 for 
to the one now in effect with talent. And the guild is asking 
ABC, NBC, MBS and CBS. j for a minimum writing fee of 
In a full-page ad in this week’s $300 per show. 


Variety, the guild states: 

“If patience can win contracts 
we submit a seven-year .pursuit 
of free-lance radio writers’ agree 
ment as evldenee of our goo^ 
faith. 


Actually, what are the union’s 
principal demands ? 

Very simply put, the guild 
wants a contract. 

“We want minimum fees for 
various kinds and lengths of 
scripts; we want recognition of 
the principle that employe writ- 
ers own the rights in the mate- 
ial they create; we want elimi- 


“If precedent can win con 
tracts, we submit our year-old] n 
well-functioning agreement witl) ei 
the networks i ^ 

•'Patience and precedents allki ” ati “ of } be ' r f lease 

have proved fruitless in dealing 'onus under which , a writer is 
with the agencies. compelled to sign away all claims 

“We are therefore taking th. to b . ls « wn . work ba,ore a P rM - 
remaining course-of strike. W. f ectlvc „ Pf oduc<!r w >“ 
do so in full awareness of th. « ad 'V wan * a £,rm cw >: 
. temporary dislocations that w ‘ raat wlth tba a f en<:1 ? s and 
result to our friends in the in : packagers, with adequate ma- 
. . „ - chyiery for handling^ grievances, 

* ' * including arbitration.” 

OFF THE HOOK 
The 59 advertising agencies 
listed as “unfair” by the guild 
last week represent a total bill- 
ing of around a billion dollars 
spent by them to promote their 
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By FREDERICK WOLTiUAN, 
World-Telegram Staff Writer. 


Key figures in the super 

$10,000 weekly radio shoe's 

ter U. SLA.,’’ which is sponsored 
^FfSpaui for by the U.S. Army and 
Air Force to promote recruiting, 
have records as hackers of Com- 
munist fronts, a survey showed to- 
day. 

The master of ceremonies, an- 
nounced on the first three broad- 
casts over the ABC network as 
‘■your United States Army host.” 
wa? an avid plugger for the Wal- 
I lace-Communist third party which 
\did its utmost, to discredit Amerl- 
tjea’s program of preparedness and 
\miversal miiitayy training. 

» He is Alfrcateb rak e. the Broad- 
way staffs 


...vorue or the Daily 
Worker and onQ of the most active 
supporters of Communist front 
causes in the entertainment in- 
dustry. 

‘Songs For Wallace.’ 

The director and production 
/boss of the program to sell the 
LArmy to American youth, 
RfousgBiam. is a sponsor and 
uisred'on-tnc letterhead of People's 
Songs, Inc., which was first ex- 
posed more than two years ago as 
a propaganda agency of the Com- 
munists. 

During the election campaign. 
People's Songs served as the of- 
ficial baliadeers of the Wallace 
movement. Its “Songs for Wal- 
lace” lampooned the Army, UMT 
and U.S. Foreign policy generally. 

A third key figure, Howard 
Telchmann. the writer-producer, 
tried in 194G to round up support 
for the Peoples Radio Foundation 
■which a year earlier had been dis- 
closed as a move by the Com- 
munist party to gain a foothold 
In radio viaFM. Subsequently, At- 
torney General Tom C. Clark 
^listed the foundation as Commu- 
'nist and subversive. 

5 All three Persons had been ac- 
tive in thafcnde per.den t_ Citizens 
Committee [o f the Afts.~SCTcndgs ,i 
ami Prcfcssi^STyTtlic direct fore- 
runner of the WaJlacc-Commu- 
nist-Progressivc party combine. 

Ickcs Resigned. 

HarolcfiW-Jckcs resigned as the 
committee’s paid national director 
because, the former New Deal 
Cabinet officer indignantly de- 
clared, he was “constantly being 
calley upon to devote time and 
energy tqf delending its Commu- 
nistic tendencies or sympathies. 

Jem clr ■ R oosevelt resigned as 
West Ccjast director because of its 
Communist tinge. 

The three scripts to date of 
“Theater U.S. A.,” which goes 
out over WJZ and the ABC 
network from 7:20. to 8 on 
Thursday night, have been 
strictly n o n p o 1 i t i r. al . Fea- 
turing top-name stars,, it "has been 
widely praised and i*. ^considered 
by the Army and Air’ Force- re- 
cruiting service ss its most suc- 
cessful recruiting venture in along 
time. 

The show was sold to the Army 


Dec, as a “package deal” by the Ameri- 
can National Theater and Acad- 
emy. made up of the leading 
names in the theater. Chartered 
by Congress to bring the best in 
the theater to the 4C states. ANTA 
has had no Communist record 
whatsoever. 

While the Army approved the 
show and is its official sponsor, 
the choice of personnel is entirely 
the business of ANTA under the 
contract, an Army spokesman told 
the World-Telegram in Washing 
ton. 

Drake Withdrew. 

Mr. Drake, the original star of 
"Oklahoma!” inaugurated the 
Army show on Armistice Day. He 
withdrew after last Thursday's 
broadcast to play the lead injthc 
new Broadway musical, “Kiss|Me, 
Kate.” | ■ 

An initiator of the New A{ork 
State Wallace party, the actor has 
been identified with such Com- 
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JuJuiLmunlst fronts as the Progressive 
ia is | Citizens of America, the Council 
on African Affairs and the Voice 
of Freedom Committee, created to 
keep pro-Communist radio com 
mentatovs on the air. 

Last year he was featured by the 
Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade, listed as Communist by 
the Attorney General, and last 
May he spoke at the Mansfield 
Theater against the foundt-Nixon 
Communist control bill. 

Last October. Mr. Drake wired 
prominent actors, urging them to 
sit on the dais at what he called 
a “historic meeting." They were to 
have the opportunity, he notified 
them, of sharing the dais with 
Henry A. Wallace, Lillian Heil- 
man, the pro-Communist play-A 
wright, and John Howard Lawsoibj 
long known as the CommunirW 
party’s political commissar in Hol-j 
lywood. . • 1 

Worked For OWI. 

Mr. Houseman, a Broadway and 
Hollywood director and associate 
of Orson Welles in the Mercury- 
Theater, served as overseas radio 
director for OWI during the war. 
Besides People's Songs and the In- 
dependent Citizens Committee (he 
belonged to its Hollywood exec- 
utive council), Mr. Houseman 
was associated with such well- 
known fronts as the Friends of 
the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, the 
Hollywood Writers Mobilisation, 
the Theater Arts Committee and 
the Hollywood Democratic Com- 
mittee. 

Meanwhile. Counterattack, a 
weekly news service r.n Cnmmu- 
ism issued by former FBI experts, 
features the Army's "Theater U. 
S.A.,” in its current issue under 
the heading “U.S. Army & Air 
Force Pays Eig Sums to Backers 
of Communist Fronts.” 
Counterattack urges its sub- 
scribers to protest to Maj. Gen. T. 

Hanley Jr., chief of military 
personnel procurement in Wash- 
ington. 
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7 Burton K. Wheeler takes 
a hand in FCC complaint 




By STEVE CHARTER 
SAN FRANCISCO — Whe\\ 
G. A. Richards, owner of three 
powerful independent stations, 
got himself into trouble A*pth the 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission several months ago for 
allegedly forcing his Los Ange- 
les staff to slant news broad- 
casts against unions, Jews, Ne- 
groes, Henry Wallace and any 
1 progressive idea, he decided to 
j take drastic steps to forestall 
i any possibility of losing his sta- 
tions’ licenses. 

One of the first moves made 
' by Richards — whose stations are 
KMPC . (L.A.), WJR (Detroit), 
WGAR (Cleveland)— was to hire 
a former National Broadcasting 
■ Company . vice president, Frank 
: F. Mullen, and install him as the 
'^rontoffice man for the Richards 
outlets. 

ALL STEADIED UP 

When the FCC ordered hear- 
ings be held on the charges 
against the radio owner, Mul- 
len announced that “at the hear- 
ing . . . these charges (made 
formally by the L.A. Radio News 
Club) will be shown to be with- 
out foundation.” 

To insure that, Richards also 
got himself a pretty powerful 
Washington radio lawyer, Louis 
G. Caldwell. 

Then, to hedge on his line-up, 
Richards hired the services of 
another bigwig, . Burton K. 
Wheeler, former Democratic 
Senator from Montana. Wheeler 
not only Avas a loud isolation- 
ist, he Avas also the chairman of 
the Senate Interstate Commerce 


Commission under whose juris- 
diction the FCC functions. 

Wheler still has many ; friends 
in Congress, and it’s safe to as- 
sume that he may use whatever 
pressure he still has to force the 
FCC to delay its Richards hear- 
ings. 

If these hearings prove legally 
that Richards did force his 
KMPC newscasters to reflect his 
personal views, the FCC may 
have little choice except to can- 
cel all his radio licenses. 

* * * 

‘NO PROGRESS' REPORT ! 

And while on the topic of sta- 
tion owhership in Los Angeles, 
it may be interesting to learn 
that the KLAC-Warner Bros, 
deal is meeting continued oppo- 
sition from oil operator Edvfji 
Pauley. ... ' 

One of the reasons KLAC was 
able to get its television traipv 
mitter on the air in such a short 
time was that the film brothers 
tossed some heavy coin into the 
kitty, 

Dorothy Thackery, oAvner of 
KLAC — as well as SF's KYA 
and The N<rw York Post— may 
have thought that the sale of 
her West Coast stations to War- 
ners was pretty much in the 
bag. 

But Pauley, who was and 
probably still is a close friend 
of President Truman, also 
wanted to -buy KLAC-TV. His 
lawyers tossed objected after ob- 
jection into the FCC hopper, an£. 
the Thackery-Warner deal re- 
mains stymied. 

The agreement between these 
two interests ends May 1, 194&V' ; 
"unless extended.” ' — 
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ArYny Takes 'Action Today' 
on Radio Men Linked to Reds 

By Scrip'ps- Howard Newspapers 

The Army, plans to act today on revelations that key figures in one of its newest recruiting radio 
shows have records as backers of Communist fronts. 

The office of Maj. Gen. T.~J. Hanley Jr., Director of Personnel^Pt^curement^said a statement 
this 


would be '-issued this afternoon.^ 
“Some kind of action will be taken," 
a spokesman said. "We are working 
on it now." 

This source said Col. Mason 
Wright, executive officer in Person- 
| nel Procurement, spent Monday in 
: New York, but was to return last 
j night. He was to confer with Gen. 

1 Hanley. 

ARTICLE CITED THREE 

The disclosure was made by Fred- 
erick Woltman, Scripps-Howard 
staff writer. His article, published 
exclusively in The News in VVashing- 
ton, pointed out that 
master of ceremonies, John> HOTise - 
man, director and pro3tR*e5!"^Jhd 
*" fl ffftard Ig mchmann. writer-producer 
f or fc rheait’ef, 'tl.S.A. ” are “among j 
the- most active supporters of Com- 
munist front causes in the entertain- 
ment industry." * 

.Mr. Wolfman said Mr. Drake was 
an* initiator of the New York State 
Wallace Party, and took part in its 
rallies. He said the actor had bt|en | 
in such fronts as the Progressive j 
Citizens of America, the Council on j 
African Affairs and the Voice of 
Freedom Committee. Mr. Drake re- 
cently left “Theater, U.S.A.” for an- 
other stage role. 

Mr. Houseman was active in 
People’s’ Sons, Inc., official balla- ; 
deers for the Wallace Party, and has 
been in such known fronts as 
Friends of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade, the Hollywood Writers 
Mobilization, the Theater Arts Com- 
mittee and the Hollywood Demo- 
cratic Committee. Mr. Teichmann is 
active in the People’s Radio Founda- 
tion, listed by the Attorney General 
as subversive. j 

‘OFF THE HOOK?’ 

A member of. Gen. Hanley’s staff • 
said he felt Mr. Woltman “took us 
off the hook" by reporting that tfte 
Ajrmy merely bought the show ar.d 
had no hand in selecting personnel. 

.“Apparently, some others in tb,e 
A'rmy don’t think so,” he said. 
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NBC Bors Radio 



A 


Offers to pay for radio time to 
I present the true Communist posi- 
I tion on the New York State budget 
were rejected yesterday by Thom- 
as E/\Ervin, assistant general coun- 
sel of the National Broadcasting 
System, on the ground that there 
was "not enough interest^ in the 
subject of debudget. ' 

Mrs. Lilliah-Cates, legislative di- 
rect or. of the state Communist 
Party, originally asked for free ra- 
dio time on NBC to answer the 
misrepresentation of the Party’s 
position by State Sen. Walter J. 
Mahoney (D-Buff) Monday night 
Her request was turned down. 
Thereupon she asked for paid time 
but was 'also turned down. 

A protest against the network’s 
decision to curb discussion on a 
subject! vital to the people of the' 
state will be protested to the sta- 
tion though _ attorney- Abraham 
I/nger- who will ask that executive 
vice-president Cliarle^Denny meet 
with Communist spokesmen on 
the matter. 
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Around the Dial : 



By BoMLauter v .. 

AS IN MANY professional fields, 
radio has its progressives who 
generally identify themselves with 
the American labor movement, the 
'interests of the working class, and, 
in some instances, with the Com- 
munist Party. But since radio is 
a means of propaganda, a medium 
for the expression of an ideology, 
the progressives face many un- 
usual problems. They are called 
upon to do things that violate their 
oersonal principles. Some in- 
dividuals meet this issue and solve 
t satisfactorily. Others capitulate 
ihamefully, and fall back oh dis- 
credited excuses to justify intoler- 
able actions. 


in Radio - /. 


THE PROBLEM, which in- 
olves personal decisions often af- 
ecting the individual's livelihood, 
•s not an easy one. ^ radio actor’s 
existence is a mad scramble for 
: obs, at best. Radio writers and 
directors who prove too finicky can 
, easily end up on a blacklist and 
find the d 0 o r s of the industry 
closed in their face. This, how- 
ever, does not change the^ char- 
acter of the problem, but only in- 
dicates its severity and the firm 
and principled approach which 


radios progressives must take if 
they are not to degenerate into 
hacks whose progressivism con- 
sists only in an occasional tip of 
the hat in the direction of the 
working class. 


THE QUESTION boils down 
to this: what is permissible for 
radio’s progressives, and what is 
not? To be specific, people who 
consider themselves progressive 
have participated in acting in, 
writing, or directing radio pro- 
grams which contained the fol- 
lowing: ^ 

Unprincipled attacks on__the 
Communist Party. 

Dramatized polemics designed 
to show that the interests of Amer- 
ican monopoly are identical with 
the interests of the whole people. 

Chauvinist caricatures of the 
Negro people and other minority 
groups. 

Glorifications of the bi-partisan 
foreign policy. 

Fables purporting to demon- 
strate that class collaboration is the 
solution for economic problems. 

• • « 

ONLY IN A FIELD where 
ideas and ideology play such a 
role, as in radio, could progressives 


pose such a - question seriously. 
Obviously a -discussion of the an- 
swer to this question cannot pro- 
ceed forever. The question must 
be answered, and progressives in 
radio have to help supply that an- 
swer, both in words and deeds. 

This means a fundamental re- 
examination of the role of the pro- 
gressive intellectual in radio. It 
means that they must determine 
what opportunities radio offers for 
the propagation of ideas that deal 
with the fundamental problems of 
peace, of the interests of labor, of 
the defense of working class polit- 
ical expression. 

These problems are equally ap- 
plicable to other fields in which in- 
tellectuals work, such as publish- 
ing, and the general newspaper 
field, but the examples cited indi- 
cate how severe this problem has 
grown in the field of radio. * 

Can the progressive in radio, 
who identifies himself with the in- 
terests of the working class, be 
permitted to act against the in- 
terests of the working class? .. 

Despite all the difficulties, per- 
sonal, financial, and other, the an- 
swer to that question must be a 
flat “No.” ‘ 

(To be continued) 
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By Bob Lauter 

HOW DOES the progressive 
justify his participation in a radio 
program which spreads criminal 
slanders against the Negro people? 
Does he believe that five dollars 
contributed to a current cause ex- 
cuses the poisoning of millions of 
listeners against the Negro people? 

The intellectuals who partici- 
pate in the writing, acting, and 
directipn of such shows must un- 
derstand, once and for all, that 
jthey are no better than ideological 
: scabs. 

Here are the questions which 
some of these progressives ask in 
justification of their actions: 

Do you want to drive us out of 
the industry? 

Do you want us to be blacklist- 
ed? 

Don’t we have to do what the 
boss wants, like any other worker? 

• * ' • 

NO ONE minimizes the difficul- 
ties of the position in which these 
men and women find themselves. 
That they themselves are not com- 
fortable in their actions is evident^ 
by the weakness of their ration 
alfcations., 


The working class would not be 
in the least disturbed if men and 
women who participated in the 
production -of anti-labor shows 
were driven out of the industry 
What are they in the industry for 
anyway? To put obstacles in the 
way of the working class? What 
does their presence in the industry 
contribute to the working class — 
a financial contribution to some 
cause? 

As for the blacklist, do not 
militant trade unionists in -every 
major industry face the blacklist? 
In the trade union movement, a 
worker who uses the blacklist as 
an excuse for scabbing is no less 
contemptible than a scalp without 
excuses. Workers in major indus- 
tries who risk the blacklist to be 
militant fighters have wives and 
children wno eat just as much and 
get just as hungry— and probably 
more often— than the wives and 
children of those in radio who 

raise such excuses. . ‘ 

• • • 

TWO ABSURD illusions must 
be destroyed. The first is that the 
intellectual has more to lose than 
a worker. The second is that the 
intellectual in radio, or in, similar 
fields, is just like a steel uiprker. 
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and he has to do what the b-isi 
says. 

It is ' hardly worth dignifying 
these illusions by discussion. They 
are absurd on the face of it. The 
worker in industry is, by very 
reason of his relationship to Ins 
fellow workers, and to the boss, 
the leading force in social change. 
He is most effective in his shop, in 
his union, at his job, as an anti- 
capitalist fighter.. 

Is this true of those progres- 
sives who supinely teach class- 
collaboration on the radio, and at- 
tack the very foundations of the 
working class movement, just be- 
cause tne boss wants it so? Those 
who participate in the bourgeoi- 
sie’s ideological campaigns can call 
themselves progressives -if they 
wish, but they must understand^ 
that they will end only by earning, 
the 'contempt of the working class. 

When the bourgeoisie finds it 
more difficult to buy brains, pro- 
gressives in every ideological . field' 
will have an easier time of it, and 
do a more effective job. The deci- 
sions which radio’s progressives 
must make will cause personal 
sufferings, serious difficulties, gen- 
uine sacrifices, but these decisions 
must be made none the less. 
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‘ Look who gets radio's 
top award these days 


By STEVE CHARTER 
SAN FRAN CISC O At a 
luncheon today of the New York 
Radio Executive Club, three Pea- 
body Awards — radio’s mark 
distinction -will be handed the 
American Broadcasting Com- 

ikny. „ 

The "outstanding educational 
program” of the year, in the 
opinion of Dean John E Drewey 
of the University of Georgias 
journalism school which adminis- 
ters the awards with the assist- 
ance of the National Association 
of Broadcasters, goes to ' ABK, a 
"Communism- — U.S. Brand, firs 
broadcast last August. 

WORDS, WORDS 

The citation reads, in part. 
"Dramatic in form, it explained 
without exaggeration what com- 
munism is and how it infiltrates 
and operates within our coun- 
try... In substance and perform- 
ahce* this program raised the 



documentary to a new high 
level.” . 

The actual fact of that ABO 
"documentary” is that no single 
radio columnist gave It a good 
review. Trade critics for Variety 
and Billboard utere even sharp in 
their blasting. 

The program was called "one- 
sided,” "pooTly executed,” "un- 
dramatic,” and even ‘un-docu- 

mentary.” tt 

But Gen. Lucius Clay, U S. 
boss in Western Germany, liked 
it so much he secured transcrip- 
tions and ordered his staff to sit 
quietly through it. 

by THEIR FRIENDS 

The SKF Company in Philadel- 
phia instructed its foremen to 
listen to the show’s repeat broad- 
cast, and sent out expensive 
press notices and advertising 

SKF is the outfit so tightly 
tied with German cartellsts. * 
i Some school boards wanted a 
L~ special broadcast for their class- 
rooms, but they met strong op- 
position. 

' The Peabody Awards Commit- 
tee, by lowering itself to a rub- 
ber-stamp of NAB policy, for- 
feits any previous claims it had 
to a critical approach to radio 
as an art and education medium. 

* * • 

LOHR, ROBERTS TALK 

Tonight at 9:30 over the Bay 
Area's KSFO (560), and televi- 
sion station KPIX, the “Califor- 
nia Round Table” will discuss 
'."North Atlantic Pact: Peace or 
Peril?” 

i Speakers on the Pact’s dan- . 
gers are George Lohr, foreign (| 
i editor of The Daily People’s 
! World; and Dr. Holland Roberts, 

1 director of the California Labor 

! School. . 

The only speaker for the Pact, 
announced at this time, is Pro . 

I Marshall Dill Jr. of Stanford 
^VniversTcy. - ... 
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By BOB^tAUTER / 


I N 1948 more than 1,800 AM 
stations and 900 FM radio sta- 
tions operated in America. In 
addition, the FCG had an addi- 
tional 800 AM and FM applica- 
tions pending. A casual look at these 
figures would suggest that radio is free 
of monopoly control. The figures don t 
lie, but neither do they bother telling 
the whole truth. 

The truth is that four networks, ABC, 
MUTUAL, CBS and NBC, completely 
dominate the national radio field, and 
each has hundreds of affiliates among 
the nominally “independent” stations. If 
this in itself is not enough to point up 
monopoly domination of the air, remem- 
ber that each network exists primarily 
v rot as a means of entertainment or in- 
struction, but as an instrument to adver- 
se the products of Americas recognized 
giant monopolies, from soap, to tele- 
V phones, to steel. 

Consequently, the culture of Amer- 
ican radio is the culture of American . 
monopoly, the culture of imperialism, 
and therefore a moribund and decaying 
culture. v 

politics . 

In politics, radio’s bias is unmistakable. 
While the airwaves are “free” to spokes- 
men for the Democratic and Republican 
parties, all the records show a slight 
preference for Republicans, as in a sur- 
vey made during the recent elections 
which proved that Republican candi- 
dates received more favorable mentions 
than Democratic candidates. Objective 
news of the activities of HenE^Wallace 
and the Progressive Party were confined, 
by and large, to a handful of commen- 
tators, and to Progressive Party mem- 
bers themselves who bought time. 

No matter how often or how drastic- 
ally Churchill is repudiated by the Eng- 
lish people, he will always remain the 
spokesman for England in the eyes of 
the radio networks. His recent MIT 
speech received the greatest radio and 
television coverage in history. 

While progressives such as William 
§^5ailmor, Johanne^Steel, J. Raymond 
f Walsh ,- 9 -and others; find the networks 
closed to them, radio has a peculiarly 
soft su. ~ r r American Social-Democracy., 

r ' * 
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the press and the movii pictures,* 
— - - -- — > America alto belongs to a billionaire, 

speaker on George Vi^Denny, Jr •’ 


Thus Norman^Chomas i^the most use** , 


Meeting Of the Air. if mouop< t • --klcfi are trying to coordinate 

had no Norman Thomas, it wo\ 7 orce * Wnffin J B . 

to invent one. Louis -Waldma ^ and cultural influences reaching th ? 
other who can always find a spe i ' ■ \ 

networks. con people. Here is an analysis of the * 


J 


The monopoly instincts of ra 
in fact, very finely developed, frfcfr youJ i radio set has already 
has seized upon the current Wo. M y 

aralicf mnvpmpnf /whirb functions - . « / \udlCeS fl/UI dOgflbOt' 




eralist movement (which functions A. hldices and 

the protective wing of the Stat.<' rMmCnt • 77 

partment) as an ideal organiza*' « similar £o those of Hitler 
which to divert peace sentime f '' U5l v . J ...... 

stymie a fighting peace movement. Sim- 
ilarly, labor leaders who are going down 
the line for Wall Street’s Atlantic Pact 
or the Marshall Plan can always find 
a microphone ready and waiting. 

In the entire field of foreign policy 
discussion, the general rule is that a* 
ftee exchange of opinion is permitted, iV 
provided the differences are only in the ^ 
methods of applying an agreed upon 
policy rather than the policy itself. Thus, 
anyone can criticize the Marshall Plan 
because he feels it is “financing the 
socialization of England,” but no one 
can say that the Marshall. Plan is bad 
because it is inviting crisis in America t 
and creating chaos in Europe. To thos a , , 
who are convinced that capitalism is, 
under any conditions, the best possible 
of all systems, radio is the best possible 
of all public information vehicles. * . 

REDBAITING 

Radio has, unfortunately, done a good 
job of. degrading thousands of American 
liberals wfin suddenly see no point of 
difference between themselves and U. S. 

Steel , yvhen, it comes to the question of 
Cormqunists. This specious community 
of interests, is the result of a long and 
carefully planned campaign of innu- i 
endo, distortion, and downright lying, ! 
climaxed by the WJZ-ABC documentary, J 
Communism— U. S. Brand, in -which ; 
cheap lies were dressed in the robes of j 
scholarship. ! 

Now and then radio presents us with 
a “defense” of Communists. It usually 
comes from a Rogei^fcaldwin, whose 
"defense” is such that it strengthens anv 
sensible listener in his opposition, j 
Whereas Norman Thomas is radio’s so-j 
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